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U.S. News & World Report ranks four Richmond City 

 high schools among nation’s best 
 

RICHMOND, Va. –  Four Richmond City high schools have been rated among the best in the 
state and nation, according to the annual U.S. News & World Report Best High Schools 
ranking. The rankings, released April 18, include 2013-2014 school year data on more than 
19,000 public high schools in 50 states and the District of Columbia. Schools were awarded 
gold, silver or bronze medals based on their performance on state assessments, graduation 
rates and college readiness index (CRI). 
 
Richmond Community and Open high schools were both ranked among the top 10 schools 
in Virginia and received a Gold Medal ranking, an award designated for the top 500 schools 
in the nation based on the highest college readiness. On the state level, Richmond 
Community and Open high schools were ranked #9 and #10, respectively.  The Gold Medal 
rankings were based on schools with the highest unrounded CRI values. 
 
John Marshall High School and Franklin Military Academy received Bronze Medal rankings, 
a distinction awarded to only 17.8 (3,545) percent of high schools in the nation. The Bronze 
Medal rankings reflect high-performing schools based on state exam performance.  
 
The rankings are designed to provide a clear, unbiased picture of how well public high 
schools serve all of their students – from the highest achieving to the lowest achieving – in 
preparing them to demonstrate proficiency in basic skills as well as readiness for college-
level work. This year marks the first time graduation rates have been used in the Best High 
Schools rankings methodology.  
 
The 2016 Best High Schools report was compiled in partnership with North-Carolina based 
RTI International, a global nonprofit social science research firm. To view the full report, 
visit usnews.com/education. 
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